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Ref: 2024 Association of Boxing Commission 36th Annual Conference Minutes 
          Location: Louisville, KY, Change 1: (Final) 
           
          Dates: July 20 -24, 2024  
 
Saturday, July 20, 2024 
Officials Training Conducted: 
 
 Boxing Judge Class: Steve Weisfeld Instructor:  Number in Class: 62 
 MMA Referee Class (Basic) Blake Grice Instructor: Number in Class: 18 
 MMA Referee Class (Advanced) Blake Grice Instructor: Number in Class:29 
 Bare-Knuckle Fighting Judge Class: Sean Wheelock – Timothy Shipman: Number in Class: 77 

 
Sunday, July 21, 2024 
Officials Training Conducted: 
 
 MMA Judge (All Levels) Blake Grice Instructor: Number in Class: 62 
 Boxing Referee Class: (Practical Instructions – Exam) Harvey Dock and Russell Mora: Number in class: 39 
 Bare-Knuckle Fighting Referee Course: (Sean Wheelock): Number in class : 31 
 Inspector Training Class: Timothy Shipman and Scott Bowler: Number in Class: 15 

 
Monday, July 22, 2024  
 
Welcome and opening remarks by ABC President Michael Mazzulli:   
Largest convention in ABC History: More than 200 registrations. Stressed the number of attendees is greater than 
the number of registrants in Las Vegas, year 2023. 
 

 Introduction of attendees (each person identifies themselves and from what commission they represent).  
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 Combative Sports Rules Voting Form, provided for authorized persons to vote on behalf of their 
commission.  

 
 
 
Special guests arrive:  Mrs. Lonnie Ali and CA Commissioner Peter Villegas: 
Commissioner Villegas makes a speech and welcomes the ABC to Louisville, and thanks for support of the 
Muhammed Ali Center. 

 
 Discuss having a US Postage Stamp for Muhammed Ali (Stamp for the Champ) 
 Introduction of Mrs. Lonnie Ali by Commissioner Villegas. 
 Mrs. Lonnie Ali made welcome remarks, thanking the ABC for supporting the Muhammed Ali Center and 

scheduling activities at that location during the conference. She then provided details and insight into the 
Ali Center's mission.  

 Told story of how Muhammad Ali, became the "Louisville Lip." 
 Mrs. Lonnie Ali provided a photo opportunity with the ABC Body Members. 

 
Welcome to Kentucky, video stream by Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear (Welcoming the ABC to 
Kentucky). 
 
President Michael Mazzulli recognized combative sports figures who passed in 2024, and a ten-count was 
conducted as in tradition when someone prominent from the Combative Sports Community passes.  The 
following officials were recognized: Joe Mason, Herb Santos, Kelly Maze, Mike England, Bill Bufford, Dany Byrd, 
Paul McGarvey, and Harry Davis.   
 
Timothy Shipman: Reviewed the 2023 ABC Conference minutes and asked the members if there are questions 
or concerns?  No questions or concerns, presented from the body.  Requested someone to make a motion to 
approve the minutes: 
Brian Dunn (Nebraska) made a motion to approve the 2023 minutes 
Scott Bowler (Utah) second the motion for approval. No one had remarks as a discussion. 
Verbal Vote and Hand Count:  2023 ABC Minutes approved unanimously. 
Notified body members to sign up for various Committees that support Combative Sports. Sign-up rosters were 
placed on the front table to sign up for committees by membership. Two new committees were established: ABC 
Membership for Foreign Countries (Chairman Matt Byrd: KY), and Inter-Commission Communications and 
Collaboration (Chairman Danny Vella). 
 
Dennis Reno (Treasurer): Provided ABC Body with the current financial status of accounts owned by the ABC. 
 
Committee Updates of Combative Sports Rules 
 
Boxing Update: Matthew Delaglio briefed the introduction of an update to the Judges and Referees 
manual.  Introduced using an Airhorn: to stop a fight if a corner person wants to stop the fight or at the bell to stop 
a fight. (Recommended for use to inform the referee of stoppage or end of round, in noisy venue).  The 
recommended use of the air horn is to quickly alert the referee when the corner or doctor is attempting to stop 
the contest. 
 
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) Rules Update: Andy Foster:  
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Recommendation of removal of the 12/6 Elbow Strikes as illegal strikes and change the definition of the Down 
Opponent Rule in the Unified Rules of MMA.  

 
 12/6 Elbow Strike: Andy Foster and John McCarthy introduced the removal of the 12/6 Elbow Strike 

from the unified rules as an illegal strike.  There was no discussion or questions from the body on 
removing the 12/6 elbow as an illegal strike.   

 Down Opponent definition rule: The introduction of the recommendation of the Down Opponent 
rule was presented by Andy Foster (on site),  and John McCarthy (via video conference).  Herb Dean 
was scheduled to be on a video conference (he did not call in and could not be contacted).  Andy 
Foster read the suggested change for the Down Opponent Rule to the ABC Body.  Nevada 
Commissioner Jeff Mullins indicated that “Referee Herb Dean disagreed with the recommended 
rule.”  Mr. Mullins indicated that Mr. Dean's concern was that the new rule would be as follows: 
Possibility of a fighter being kneed or kicked in the head, which numerous body members 
debated. The question raised from the previous concern by body members:  

Is introducing the new rule of the Down Opponent more dangerous than the current rule? 
Fighters will have to change their style of fighting and techniques. 
Chief Counsel: Pat English indicated that the rule may need some language change relative to how the rule is 
written.    
Jeff Mullins discussed the concerns of other officials in Nevada concerning the rule. (This is the same as Herb 
Dean.) 
Chris Lytle (Former MMA Fighter): Debate on positions for clarity. 
Dr. Michael Schwartz: Debate whether the new position is safer than the current rule of down opponent.  (One 
hand down is safer.) From a safety standpoint, the new rule is not much safer. 
Mike Mazzulli: Discussed changes to the rule will require fighters to adjust to the change of fighting techniques if 
the new down opponent rule is adopted.  Therefore, if approved, the rule would not take effect until  November 
1, 2024, as a change to the MMA Unified Rules. 
John McCarthy: The current rule of the down opponent rule does not work. 
Danny Vella (AZ): "The New rule is better than what we currently have," multiple commission representatives 
agreed with Danny Vella. Other comments from the body indicated that the new down-opponent rule makes it 
simpler for the referee to make the correct call if the foul occurs. 
Chris Lytle and Brian Dunn (Former Professional MMA Fighters) Demonstrated the current and new rule 
positions of a down opponent. Their demonstration provided a greater understanding and visual impact on the 
rule change. Many body members immediately thanked Brian and Chris and said they would vote yes on the 
proposed down-opponent rule. 
 
Reckless Action Rule for Mixed Martial Arts Presented:  The rule was debated by the body and immediately 
rejected as a change, understanding that it does not add any additional safety standards to the sport. 
Chief Counsel: Pat English recommended that some language be changed before implementation. 
 
Bare-Knuckle Fighting Rules Update: Timothy Shipman 
Recommended rule changes indicated to body members. Andy Foster (CA) commented and wanted to 
understand Why Bare-Knuckle Fighting has multiple rounds and time for participants to compete.  Explanation 
provided by Timothy Shipman, "Safety data does not show an increase in injury of fighters, a compromise for 
approval to allow promoters to set times for fighters and promoters an opportunity to grow fighters in the future." 
 
ABC Foreign Countries Membership Committee (Created):  Matt Byrd (KY) was designated as Chairman of the 
Committee.  Chief Counsel Pat English indicated that the ABC Constitution allows for Associate Membership of 
foreign countries. 
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Vendors on site presented their products: 
(1)   Rival: Richard Anbar 
(2)   BoxRec 
(3)   MMA Reg 
(4)   Advance Sports Lab 
(5)   Top Rank 
 
Guest Speaker Chris Lytle: Presented his fighting career. 
 
Indian Affairs: Presented by Haskell Alexander: Mr. Alexander, invited members from several First Nations to 
the stage to present retiring Texas Commission Member Jim Erickson with a retirement plaque and thank him for 
his support of First Nations. 
 
ABC Chief Counsel Pat English:  Discussed closure/dismissal of Edward Mendy's case against ABC. 
 
Muay Thai Unified Rules Introduction: Matt Schowalter: Briefed on introducing a standard set of Unified Rules 
for Muay Thai.  There are no questions or discussions from the body. 
Danny Vella (AZ) discussed the removal of Section 4, "Referee Continuing Count."  A motion was made to remove 
Section 4.  Michael Mazzulli made a motion to remove section 4 with no discussion.  Scott Bowler seconded the 
motion.  Voice vote conducted.  All body votes Yes to remove Section 4. Section removed. 
 
Mike Mazzulli: Discussed reporting in combat registries by commissions: Nick Meeker and Mike Mazzulli 
discussed the entry of point deductions as requested by the promoter (Professional Fighters League) as a 
contract agreement by the promoter with the fighter.  Also, a discussion relative to fighters missing weight versus 
what commission requirements and promoter contracted requirements are. 
            Jim Erickson: discussed reporting rules 
            Nick Meeker: made comments on reporting 
            Andy Foster: comments. 
            Jeff Mullins comments:  The winner of the match should not be impacted. 
           Carmi Oded: comment: Promoters do not regulate/subtract/manage scores.  Promoters do not dictate  
            scores.  
Conclusion: The body agreed that the regulating commission should make entries in the registry as accurately 
as possible to reflect the correct results. 
Scott Bowler: Commented on entering notes in the registries. 
 
Introduction of Guest of Honor Evander Holyfield: Evander Holyfield gave a speech concerning his fight 
history. After his speech, there was an opportunity for questions and answers. 
 Guest Evander Holyfield and Chris Lytle provided a photo opportunity for the body. 
 
Reception, social hour, and Banquet for Circle of Honor inductees: Evander Holyfield, Herb Santos, Lydia 
Robertson, and Alberto Reyes.  Award for David Fieldman, Bare-Knuckle Fighting Championship Promotions. 
Dinner and Retired Fighters Fund Auction.  
 
Tuesday, July 23, 2024 
 
Opening Remarks by Mike Mazzulli:  Plan for the day.  All training conducted at the Muhammad Ali Center 
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David Fieldman (Promoter, Bare-Knuckle Fighting Championship): Discussed Bare-Knuckle Fighting 
Championship Fighting. 
 
Medical Symposium Opening: Dr. Michael Schwartz:  Major discussion and issue presented by Dr. Schwartz 
concerning completing a Neurological Clearance and Neurological Exam online.  Discussion:  It is questionable 
how a neurological exam can be completed online when the exam requires a person to be in front of a 
physician.  Fightdoctors.com, located in South Carolina, conducts online exams approves and clears fighters to 
compete.  Also, it was pointed out that the physician is using the California Commission Neurological Clearance 
Form to complete the exam. It is recommended that Commissions reject the online neurological clearance. 
 
Association of Boxing Commission and Combative Sports response concerning online Neurological 
Exams:  The ABC does not have a specific recommendation regarding accepting online neurological exams for 
fighter clearance.  We firmly believe in the autonomy of each commission to decide whether to accept or decline 
online neurological exams as part of a clearance or examination as part of their medical process.  The ABC 
respects and supports each commission's decision-making based on their standards and regulations. 
 
Submission of False Medical Exams: Combatants that submit fake medical exams to commissions, should 
face disciplinary actions of fines and suspension. 
 
Sumo Wrestling in the US:  Injuries were discussed, and it was recommended that any state where sumo 
wrestling occurs regulate the event and implement safety protocols for medicals in the same manner as boxing, 
MMA, or other combative sports.  Showed videos of Sumo fighter's injuries when requesting that the sport be 
regulated. 
 
Medical Databank: HealtheFirst HIPAA Compliant System, presented by Greg Clute: HealtheFirst has created a 
platform to manage fighters' medicals in one digital database. This allows commissions to extract and validate 
combatants' medicals. The system also allows each commission to import the medical forms into the system, 
which can be completed by those with access or an account as directed by the commission. 
 
Brain Health, presented by Dr. Thayne Munce 
 
Orthopedic and Neurological Concerns for Older Fighters, Presented by: Dr. Dawn Perry 
 
Voice of the Fighters – Fighter Injuries & Safety Issues in the gym during training, presented by Carla Duran. 
 
Michael Mazzulli: discussed admission membership of the Yakima Tribe (First Nation) Membership of the 
ABC.   A move to a vote was made. Briana Matriuus made a motion. Randy Phillips seconded the motion; the 
body made no discussion.  The vote was made and was unanimous.   
 
Prevent Biometrics AI Mouthguard, presented by Mike Shogren. 
 
Voting Ballot: 
Voting ballots on rules changes and implementation for Boxing, Mixed Martial Arts, Bare-Knuckle Fighting, and 
Muay Thai collected from Commission Representatives. Ballot vote count of combative sports rules update 
and/or change count inserted into this document.  
Lunch at the Ali Center, sponsored by (Pig Beach BBQ). 
City of Ali movie at the Ali Center and Private tour of the Ali Center. 
Retired Fighters Charity Fund held a casino night at the Ali Center. 
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Wednesday, July 24, 2024 
World Boxing Organization representative John Dugan provided details on WBO and donated  
$5, 260.00 to the ABC. 
            Discussion of the sport of boxing for youngsters 
            Strong Punches (the science of what form of punches are most powerful) 
            CTE 
            What is a Sanctioning Body 
                        WBO is a non-profit organization 
                        Membership in the WBO 
                        Three types of national commissions 
                        Boxer's ratings 
                        Recommend referees be available at weigh-ins for commission fighter rules meetings. 
 
Inspector Training for Directors: Scott Bowler:  Emphasis on the need for inspectors and 
responsibilities.  Example: "Assault in the Ring"  Fighters Billy Collins Jr. vs. Luis Resto. Resto Trainer Panama 
Lewis (glove tampering).   
The ABC provides detailed information during Inspector Training Classes. 
 
Dennis Reno: Provided information on upcoming ABC scheduled regional training locations. 

 
 ABC Body requested that email notification be sent to all commissions to announce the training. 
 ABC Body requested that a contact list be updated monthly or quarterly to support notifications. 
 BoxRec, John Shepperd will provide the ABC with a contact list as requested. 

 
UFC Drug Testing: Jeff Novitsky and Donna Marcolini presented information on the new UFC testing company, 
Drug-Free Sports International, and the lab used to support testing, Sports Medicine Research and Testing 
Laboratory (S-M-R-T-L). 
 
Conference closure and final comments by the ABC President Michael Mazzulli: 
 
 Discussion of International Combative Sports Commissions as membership (ongoing) 
 New rules approved by ABC Body should go into effect on November 1, 2024.  To allow combatants time 

to adjust to the new rules. 
             
Adjournment of the 2024 Association of Boxing Commission Conference: 
Motion to adjourn- Matt Schowalter, Mike Mazzulli send the motion to adjourn.  No discussion.  Vote to adjourn, 
all members present "Yes" conference adjourned. 
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Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Danny Vella Arizona Yes Yes Yes Yes
Andy Foster California Yes Yes Yes Yes
Haskell Alexander Chickasaw Nation Yes Yes Yes Yes
Tony Cummings Colorado Yes Yes Yes Yes
Skip Brown District of Columbia Yes Yes Yes Yes
Timothy Shipman Florida Yes Yes Yes Yes
Matt Woodruff Georgia Yes Yes Yes Yes
Joanna Holland Indiana Yes Yes Yes Yes
Alesandro Prieto Kansas Yes Yes
Mia Provost Mashantucket Pequot Yes Yes Yes Yes
Oded Carmi Massachusetts Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ezra Sam Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Yes Yes Yes Yes
Matt Schowalter Minnesota Yes Yes Yes Yes
Randy Phillips Mississippi Yes Yes Yes Yes
Michael Mazzulli Mohegan Yes Yes Yes Yes
Jeff Mullins Nevada Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ryan Fennelly New Hampshire Yes Yes Yes Yes
Lawrence Lowick New Mexico Yes Yes Yes

Alvin Coley North Carolina Yes Yes Yes Yes
Carl Klocke North Dakota Yes Yes Yes Yes
Diana Fletcher Oklahoma Yes Yes Yes Yes
Daniel Gustafson Oneida Indian Nation Yes Yes Yes Yes
David Hagen Oregon Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ernie Gallardo Pascua Yaqui Tribe Yes Yes Yes Yes
Scott Bowler Pete Suazo Utah Yes Yes Yes Yes

Brian Cantu Rhode Island Yes Yes No

Jackie Grant Seneca Nation Yes Yes Yes Yes
Jon Hollingsworth South Carolina Yes Yes Yes Yes
Roxana Gumucio Tennessee Yes Yes Yes Yes
Jim Erickson Texas Yes Yes Yes Yes
Mary Edwards Wisconsin Yes Yes Yes Yes
Nick Meeker Wyoming Yes Yes Yes Yes
Steve Newport Yakama Nation Yes Yes Yes Yes

Total Votes: 32 0 33 0 30 0 32 1

N/A for Boxing

Need to confirm membership: Abstain for 
Bare Knuckle: Not listed in BoxRec, but in 
MMA Reg

No choice for Bare-Knuckle

2024 Association of Boxing Commission Combative Sports Rule Changes Vote Count
Sport

Muay ThaiRepresentative Name Commission Notes
Sport

BOXING
Sport

Mixed Martial Arts
Sport

Bare-Knuckle
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